The effects of lavour time on neonatal depression.
The effects of labour time on neonatal depression were investigated in 1072 cases. It was found that the everage Apgar score assessed at one minute post-parturition decreased significantly as a function of duration of labour. Additionally, the incidence of neonatal depression (Apgar indes of 7 or less) was found to increase significantly with increase significantly with increases in labour duration. Apgar indices taken five minutes after birth did not reveal any significant effects related to duration of labour. Further analysis of the labour conditions indicated that the effects of labour time on the condition of the infant was greater in spontaneius labours than induced or stimulated labours. In spotanious labours, the five-minute Apgar score continued to be influenced by duration of labour. After five minutes individual differences were clearly observable in all labours.